
SUMMER 2020

MEL EHRENBERG, DAN PANGRAC, BEV JOHNSON, MARILYN GERLACH, LORNA LEMKE, Monica 
Monson (grandma of Renee Milbrandt), Andy Johnson (son of Sheila Nilson), Scott Nelson (son-
in-law of Kae Holmen), Myra Herickhoff (daughter of Kelsey and Kevin Herickhoff), Maleea 
Ansari (grandaughter of Marv and Carol Johnson), Zasha Andzenge (granddaughter of Obie 
and Lynn Holmen), Michelle Mercado (friend of Dawn Janssen), Steve Friberg (friend of congre-
gation), Steve Raatikka (friend of congregation), Trent Monson (brother of Renee Milbrandt), 
Seth Hibbs (friend of Easton Hollenkamp)  |  MISSIONARIES: Friberg Family  |  SIL INTERNATIONAL 
TRANSLATORS: Wardlaw Family

 
By Mavis Buker, Synod Authorized Minister

Musings from Mavis

“Let us not grow weary in 
doing what is right, for we 
will reap at harvest time, if 
we do not give up. So then, 
whenever we have an op-
portunity, let us work for the 
good of all, and especially 
for those of the household of 
faith.” Galatians 6:9-10
The Apostle Paul could have 
penned those words just 
yesterday. By now, most of 
us are weary. Weary of hear-
ing about the corona virus. 
Weary of listening to a con-
stant stream of information 
about testing and tracing, 

research and vaccination. 
Weary of being asked to 
keep distance and avoid 
large gatherings. Weary of 
the discussion about wheth-
er or not masks are needed.
These can be challenging 
and difficult times. Yet, like 
the Apostle Paul, I encour-
age us all to not grow weary 
in dong the right thing. What 
does that mean for us?
As I write this, Wednesday, 
July 22, Governor Walz an-
nounced a mandate for all 
of us to wear face masks in 
all public indoor gathering 
spaces. That includes us as a 
church. Beginning Sunday, 
July 26 we must require that 
our worshipers wear masks 
when we worship. People 

who have a health condi-
tion that prohibits them from 
wearing a mask are exempt 
as are children age 5 and 
under. If you do not have 
a mask, come, and we will 
provide one for you.
I recognize that for most of 
us, wearing a face cover-
ing is uncomfortable and 
annoying. But increasing 
evidence shows that wear-
ing one offers protection for 
our neighbor in reducing the 
spread of disease. And that 
is exactly what the Bible says 
we must do. We love God 
and we love others. We work 
for the good of all, especial-
ly those of the household of 
faith. 
So, dear weary ones, hang 
in there with me. Together 
we can do this.
Peace in Christ,
Mavis

PLEASE PRAY FOR



JUSTIN ANDERSON

BRAEDAN RENE

2020 
Confirmation
Sunday, August 9

9:00AM

Please join us to 
celebrate Justin and 

Braedan’s journey of faith

In person or Facebook 
Live, say a prayer for 

these young men.

If you would like to send 
a card, please send to 
church and will put in 

their basket on the day.

(Painting Party)
BEGINNING OF AUGUST

We will be painting our Narthex and 
hallway walls and will need lots of help. 

Watch for more information.
If you have a paint sprayer, 

please let us know.

If you have not heard, we had a water leak in the nursery and 
women’s bathroom, due to that we are getting new carpet-
ing in the Narthax and hallway. We decided that we should 
refresh the walls and ceiling before the carpet comes the end 
of August.

IN CASE YOU DIDNT KNOW!

We cannot stress enough the need for help for this huge proj-
ect. Please let office know if you are able to help paint, willing 
to help.

Thursday Mornings
9:30AM

Daily Discipleship

Friday Mornings
5:30AM

Men’s Bible Study

Please join us for a bible study using Daily Discipleship from 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America studying the gospel 
for the coming Sunday.

Women
Night Out
Held every third
Thursday of the

month. 

3rd
Thur

Next date: Thursday, August 20, 2020 at Fisher’s Club in Avon, 
425 Stratford St W, Avon, MN 56310. Due to pandemic rules, 
please meet at the restaurant at 6:00PM. Call or email office if 
you are able to come.

Daily Discipleship



COMMUNION
Ways you can participate in communion while worshiping from 
home.
Before worship begins, set a table with enough bread and 
wine/grape juice for each family member. 

During our live-streamed worship service, our SAM Minister will 
speak the familiar Words of Institution, “In the night in which he 
was betrayed...”, the congregation will speak the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Our Father, who...” and as you hear the words of, “...Receive 
now the body of Christ, given for you.” Eat your bread. When 
you hear, “Receive now the blood of Christ, shed for you.” Drink 
your wine/juice.

The bread and wine/juice you have at home, just like the bread 
and wine/juice that is your worship home, are tangible signs of 
God’s promise to be present in, with and under the elements of 
Holy Communion.

What type of Bread?
Any bread you have on hand.

Leftovers?
If you have any leftovers, the bread and wine/juice should be 
consumed or poured into the ground. 

Other ways.
Include a candle and/or a cross to your table along with the 
bread and wine. Have your children or grandchildren help pre-
pare your at home altar. 

Sharing.
Please feel free to share a photo of your altar, email it to geth-
luth@upstel.net.

Download.
Go to gethlutheran.org and download the weeks worship out-
line by clicking on the We.Are.Church. Logo and print or follow 
along on your computer.

Still unsure?
Contact the church office and we mail you out communion 
packages, just let us know how many you would need for the 
month.

Looking for videographers!

We would love to have more 
people videoing services. 
We will train, really easy to 
do! You do NOT need a 
Facebook account. Please 
contact the office if you are 
able.

Funny one?

Plain one?

Pretty one?

Doesn’t matter.
Just wear one.

Facemasks required 
in public places.

Be. Kind.



SCHOOL KIT  
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Include the following items in each School Kit:

One sturdy drawstring backpack-
style cloth bag, approximately  

14” x 17”, with shoulder straps 
(no standard backpacks)

Four 70-sheet notebooks of 
wide- or college-ruled paper, 
approximately 8” x 10½”;  

no loose-leaf paper

One box of 16 or 24 crayons

One 30-centimeter ruler, or a 
ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other

One pencil sharpener One pair of blunt scissors  
(safety scissors with embedded 

steel blades work well)

Five unsharpened No. 2 pencils 
with erasers; secure together with 

a rubber band

Five black or blue ballpoint pens 
(no gel ink); secure together with 

a rubber band

One 2½” eraser

1 14

111

5 5 1

School Kits
Sponsored by WELCA

Education is one of the 
strongest tools a community 
has for breaking the cycle 
of poverty. Ensuring that girls 
attend school, especially in 
places where their access 
is deprioritized, has even 
stronger results. School Kits 
contain essential supplies to 
help children – and in some 
cases, adults – continue 
learning in the face of 
serious obstacles. That 
learning leads to a better life 
for them, their families, and 
their communities. 

Why school supplies? 
Imagine having to choose 
between a meal or 
purchasing a notebook. 
Project Promise School Kits 
are sent to places where 
even the few required 
school supplies may be 
more than a family can 
afford. Pencils and paper 
can help write a positive 
future. This WELCA Social 
Ministry opportunity runs 
August 1 thru September 13. 

Two ways to help:
1 Please bring your new 
 school supplies and 
 place them in the 
 entry way in the 
 plastic tote.

2 Let us do the shopping 
 for you! This year we 
 are accepting 
 monetary donations 
 to go towards the 
 purchase of school 
 supplies.

Please talk to Jackie 
Johnson or Joyce Swanson 
for more information.



Introducing the
Little Gym
By Mavis Buker

The demographics of Geth-
semane Lutheran have 
changed. At one time 
Gethsemane, like so many 
other churches, had a thriv-
ing population of children 
and youth. Their needs for 
a Christian education were 
met with a well-planned 
Sunday School/education 
area, complete with several 
dedicated classrooms and a 
multi-purpose youth room.

Over the years membership 
has declined, and so too, the 
number of Sunday School 
youth has declined. For the 
next school year, 2020-2021, 
the possible number of chil-
dren in grades K-6 is 14 stu-
dents, total. Some grades 
have only one student. The 
need for classroom space is 
greatly diminished as grades 
are combined. These rooms 
are used only a fraction of 
the year, one hour a week 
for 9 months, and some, not 
at all.

At the same time, we recog-
nize the adult membership at 
Gethsemane is aging. Their 
needs are varied, but phys-
ical health is of primary im-
portance. As good stewards, 
how do we make the best 

use of our physical resources 
and help to meet the needs 
of our congregation?

Our aging adult popula-
tion could benefit greatly 
from a safe and welcoming 
place to tend to their phys-
ical health. Some churches 
have a parish nurse as part 
of their staff. We are not 
able to add staff, but thanks 
to the generosity of various 
individuals, we have been 
able to address the needs of 
our members while fulfilling 
our commitment to be good 
stewards of the physical 
property entrusted to us.

With memorial money donat-
ed in memory of Tom Hag-
strom and Lowell Hanson, a 
donation from Rollie and Bev 
Johnson, money donated by 
other individuals, and equip-
ment donated from the clos-
ing of Toning Plus, we have 
acquired exercise equipment 
for the use of our members. A 
former classroom is equipped 
with a treadmill, Nordic Track 
stationary bicycle, and sev-
eral pieces of equipment for 
toning various muscle groups.

We are calling the room The 
Little Gym. It is a place for 
Gethsemane members to 
continue cardio rehab, a 
place to take a walk in safe-
ty and relative comfort on a 
rainy or wintry day, a place 

to gently work muscle groups 
to offset muscle loss as one 
ages. 

Contact the church office 
if you are interested in using 
the Little Gym. We will be 
happy to provide the details, 
give you a tour, and explain 
the policies and procedures 
for use.

Please note: due to insur-
ance limitations The Little 
Gym is open only to Gethse-
mane members age 17 and 
above at this time. Youth 
age 14-16 may use the gym 
but must be accompanied 
by an adult. Due to safety 
concerns, children under 
age 14 are not allowed to 
use the equipment.

Sunday School space is still 
available for our students. 
With the small numbers, 
grades will be combined: 
1-3, 4-6, 7 and above. If 
Gethsemane experiences 
an increase in school-age 
youth, space will be re-con-
figured to accommodate 
the growth.

IN NEED OF:
• RADIO BOOMBOX
• SPEAKERS
• WALL COAT HANGER
• LARGE DRY ERASE BOARD

If you have nice usable items, 
please contact the office.

Little Gym
Caring for body and soul

The



For the past few months our 
council and leaders have 
been presented constant 
challenges related to shep-
herding our church during 
the pandemic. 

As our logistic of it all are 
challenging enough – how 
to maintain social distanc-
ing, limit crowd size, to mask 
or not to mask, sing or not 
to sing, and so on – the 
whole discussion has a huge 
potential for division. Our 
church family contains a 
broad assortment of strongly 
held convictions. Some are 
eager to meet in church 
and impatient to get back 
to “normal”. Some are on 
the other spectrum, wanting 
online worship or outdoor 
only while plenty fall be-
tween. The question I have 
is how can our church move 
forward without causing a 
divide that cannot be re-
paired?

Working in the office, I hear 
all sides. It is disheartening 
to hear such vast differenc-
es while also feeling a little 
awed that we can all be 
so opinionated and hard 
headed and still come to-
gether as a church family 
and worship in any capacity 
that we can. 

How can we move forward? 
How can we come together 
and recognize our differ-
ences and still maintain our 
loving environment? I often 
think that if I am this worried 
about church what must 
you all be thinking? Can we 
be unified rather than divid-
ed?

We have a great opportu-
nity to model love, accep-
tance, and tolerance. For 
example, you might find it sil-
ly, difficult, or maddening to 
wear a mask during church 
and stay six feet away from 
everyone. You might think 
these precautions are an 
overreaction. But here’s the 
thing, even if it turns out you 
are right, can you not find 
empathy and out of love of 
the rest of your church family 
take the precautions neces-
sary to alleviate their anxiety 
and stress? 

Likewise, those who think the 
lockdowns should continue 
should not pass judgment 
on those who question the 
wisdom of the govern-
ment’s ongoing restrictions. 
Churches should strive to 
honor people on both sides 
of the spectrum. Yes, it can 
be costly to keep doing our 
huge mailings, poster, post 

cards, calls, offering online 
services for those who do 
not feel comfortable at-
tending physical gatherings. 
Yes, it will be a sacrifice for 
church members who are 
sick of masks, and social 
distancing. But we will em-
brace it with gladness, kind-
ness, and compassion.

I am positive our church 
family can do this. I have 
seen it many times during 
my many years here as an 
office administrator or a 
member. 

Here is what I know. I know 
we all love each other; I 
know we are like a family, 
sometimes the favorite child 
sometimes the dysfunction-
al one, but we are family. 
During this time, do you 
want to be right or kind. I 
pick kind because it is al-
ways right. 

Will things ever be back to 
“normal” or will this be our 
new “normal”. Are there 
major changes coming to 
our church as well as all 
churches? The answer is 
unknown. So let’s just enjoy it 
right now. Whatever our new 
normal is or will be, let’s just 
enjoy it now.

Always pick kindness
                              by Tina Gunderson, Office Admin



Special Council Meeting 
Minutes via Conference Call | 
March 31, 2020 | 7:00 pm
Present: Cory Bengston, Mavis 
Buker, Charlie Gunderson, Rollie 
Johnson, Renee Milbrandt, Randy 
Nilson, Pam Schoon, Barbara 
Skodje-Mack, Mike Trettel. Office 
Administrator: Tina Gunderson. 
Absent: Karin Nelson, Treasurer.
The meeting was called to order 
at 7:05 pm by Council President, 
Rollie Johnson.
SAM, Mavis Buker, opened the 
meeting with prayer.
DECISIONS:
1. Gethsemane will continue 
to be closed through the month 
of April. Council voted to extend 
the cancellation of all worship 
services and all church activities 
through the end of April and revisit 
this decision at the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting on 
April 21, 2020. This decision is 
inline with recommendations from 
authorities such as Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), MN Department of Health, 
State of Minnesota and Governor 
Walz, as well as the Northeastern 
MN Synod ELCA. 
A motion to pass this decision 
was made by Renee Milbrandt 
and seconded by Cory Bengston. 
Motion carried.
2. Reviewed Treasurer’s 
update. Council recommended 
that the Stewardship Committee 
be tasked with monitoring 
expenses and scheduling further 
meetings to discuss financial 
needs, if necessary.
A motion to pass this decision 
was made by Randy Nilson 
and seconded by Pam Schoon. 
Motion carried.
3. Council approved a letter 
of support for the change in 
zoning on the property adjacent 
to the townhomes in Upsala, 
from agriculture to commercial, to 
accommodate an assisted living 

facility and possible pharmacy, 
clinic, or similar businesses. 
A motion to pass this decision was 
made by Charlie Gunderson and 
seconded by Mike Trettel. Motion 
carried.
Discussion:
1. Noted appreciation for all 
who have been respecting social 
distancing at Gethsemane.
2. Checked on status 
of giving at the church since 
Gethsemane has been closed.
3. Requested to have video 
of the church sermon posted on 
Gethsemane’s Facebook and 
website. Mavis and Tina agreed 
to work on this project. Ongoing 
work is being done to keep the 
congregation connected through 
this time of social distancing, 
including fellowship team phone 
calls. 
Mavis closed the meeting by 
leading the Council in the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
Next regularly scheduled Council 
meeting will be April 21, 2020. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Skodje-Mack, Council 
Secretary

Proposed Church Council 
Meeting Minutes  |  April 21, 
2020 | 7:00 pm
Present: Cory Bengston, Mavis 
Buker, Charlie Gunderson, Rollie 
Johnson, Renee Milbrandt, Randy 
Nilson, Pam Schoon, Barbara 
Skodje-Mack, Mike Trettel. 
Treasurer: Karin Nelson. 
The meeting was called to order 
at 7:05 pm by Council President, 
Rollie Johnson.
SAM, Mavis Buker, opened the 
meeting with a Bible passage from 
Deuteronomy with the message: 
Do not be afraid and do not be 
discouraged, for God walks with 

us. 
The March 2020 Minutes were 
reviewed for both dates March 
17th and March 31st. 
Charlie made a motion to accept 
the Minutes from 17th as written. 
Mike seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. Renee made a 
motion to accept the Minutes from 
31st as written. Pam seconded 
the motion. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Karin Nelson presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was 
made Cory and seconded by 
Charlie to send the Treasurer’s 
Report to the auditor. Motion 
carried. 
Council discussed the Small 
Business Paycheck Protection 
Program. It was determined that 
Gethsemane would proceed with 
an application. Motion made by 
Charlie and seconded by Cory. 
Motion carried. The Council 
confirmed continued pay as usual 
for Gethsemane employees. 
MINISTRY REPORT
Mavis stated she would continue 
to accept the guidance of the 
ELCA leadership, and the 
distancing guidelines set by 
our state; therefore, when the 
Governor gives permission for 
gatherings, she will gladly fling 
the doors open to all. She also 
shared some ideas for phase-in 
procedures when re-opening is 
permitted.
Mavis reviewed the various 
COVID-19 communication 
strategies that have been 
implemented. Council supported 
all methods of communication 
and the virtual worship services. 
Congregation feedback was 
reportedly positive, regarding 
the creative ways Gethsemane 
has been connecting amidst 
COVID-19 (worship apart 
booklet, postcards, monthly 
letter and offering envelope, 
calling tree, website, Facebook, 



Wednesday announcements on 
Facebook, email blast, garden 
as sanctuary space, videos of 
worship and music). Council 
extended great appreciation to 
Mavis, Tina, and others involved 
to make this happen. Also, special 
acknowledgment was made to 
Charlie and his daughter, Annika, 
for their time and attention to 
capturing a peaceful photograph of 
the cross outside of Gethsemane. 
Mavis has been addressing 
licensing issues with Augsburg/
One License regarding publishing 
liturgical music, text, and hymns 
through the Internet. Additional 
licensing issues may need to be 
addressed if music is part of the 
worship service that is published 
online. 
Confirmation student 
requirements have been reviewed 
and adjusted. Parents will be 
contacted with further information. 
TEAM REPORTS
Faith Formation Team: No report.
Hospitality Team: No report.
Property Team: No report.
Social Ministry Team: No report.
Stewardship Team: No report.
Worship and Music Team: No 
report.
Youth Leadership Team: No 
report. 
OLD BUSINESS
Door Covers: Randy is working 
on this project.
Exercise Room: Still pending. 
NEW BUSINESS
COVID-19 Procedures: Council 
decided to follow MN State/
Governor guidelines to direct 
when to reopen church gatherings. 
Mavis noted that the synod office 
and the ELCA leadership are 
strongly supporting the distancing 
guidelines. Charlie made a motion 
and Randy seconded. Motion 
passed. 
Mavis led the closing of the 
meeting with a prayer and led the 
Council in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
The next regularly scheduled 
Council meeting will be May 19, 
2020.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Skodje-Mack, Council 
Secretary

Proposed Church Council 
Meeting Minutes | May 19, 2020 
|7:00 pm
Present: Cory Bengston, Mavis 
Buker, Charlie Gunderson, Rollie 
Johnson, Renee Milbrandt, Randy 
Nilson, Pam Schoon, Barbara 
Skodje-Mack, Mike Trettel. 
Treasurer: Karin Nelson. 
The meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 pm by Council President, 
Rollie Johnson.
SAM, Mavis Buker, opened the 
meeting with a Bible passage 
from Romans.
The April 21, 2020 Minutes were 
reviewed. Randy made a motion 
to accept the Minutes as printed 
from April 21st. Pam seconded 
the motion. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Karin Nelson presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was 
made Charlie and seconded by 
Barbara to send the Treasurer’s 
Report to the auditor. Motion 
carried. 
Karin reported that Gethsemane 
did not receive the Small Business 
Paycheck Protection Program 
finances. She also checked 
with Gethsemane’s insurance 
policy regarding liability risk due 
to COVID-19. The commercial 
insurance policy does not cover 
communicable diseases. It was 
recommended that Gethsemane 
follow current rules and guidelines 
as delineated by health authorities 
to reduce liability. 
MINISTRY REPORT
Mavis reported that Gethsemane 

continue with communication 
strategies during the pandemic. 
Tina is putting together a package 
for kids to keep them included in 
the outreach. 
Google analytics reports how 
many times the online worship 
services are watched. The highest 
number of views so far was 204 
and the lowest was 32 views. 
There have been 8 published 
worship services in the months of 
April and May. Thank you, Mavis, 
Tina, and others at Gethsemane 
for your hard work. 
Mavis proposed that the 
Confirmation/Affirmation of 
Baptism service be moved to 
July or August instead of the 
Fall, to avoid any potential 
postponements if there is a 
resurgence of the virus. The 
Council voiced no concerns about 
this change. 
Mavis is continuing to monitor 
current confirmation students’ 
work progress and is in 
communication with the students/
families. She is considering a 
confirmation catch up day in June 
if needed. 
Mavis conducted a committal 
service for Lowell Hanson on May 
1st. It was graveside only with 
a limited number of people. The 
family expressed gratitude. 
TEAM REPORTS
Faith Formation Team: No report.
Hospitality Team: No report.
Property Team: No report.
Social Ministry Team: No report.
Stewardship Team: No report.
Worship and Music Team: 
Denise Cheney presented 
recommendations to the Council 
for copyright license options to 
allow Gethsemane to continue to 
publish music and hymn content 
on the Internet. Randy made 
a motion to accept Denise’s 
recommendations. Renee 
seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. The Council recognized 
and thanked Denise for her work 



in compiling a thorough review and 
well-defined recommendations. 
It was noted that having 
Gethsemane’s worship service 
available online is valued and 
appreciated. 
Youth Leadership Team: No 
report. 
OLD BUSINESS
Door Covers: Randy reported 
options for door and air conditioner 
covers to address winter snow 
issues. He will continue to pursue 
details on the metal roof snow 
guards/Avalanche Stops for the 
roof.  
Exercise Room: Tina provided 
recommendations for purchasing 
a treadmill for the exercise room. 
An exercise bike also may be 
donated to the church. Other 
items such as small refrigerator 
for water bottles and a radio have 
been recommended. Continued 
progress will be presented to 
Council. 
NEW BUSINESS
COVID-19 Procedures: Council 
continues to follow MN State/
Governor guidelines to direct 
when to reopen church gatherings. 
Council recommended that a 
committee be formed and tasked 
to establish a plan with health 
and safety guidelines for when 
the church is reopened. Barbara 
agreed to be on the planning 
team. Additional volunteers will be 
included along with Mavis. 
Computer upgrade was needed to 
allow for RAM storage and higher 
graphics card. 
Air conditioning installation is 
scheduled for May 21st.  
Ditch cleanup was scheduled for 
May 20th at 6:30 pm. 
The brat fundraiser has been 
postponed due to meat shortages. 
Mavis led the closing of the 
meeting with a prayer and led the 
Council in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
The next regularly scheduled 
Council meeting will be June 16, 
2020.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Skodje-Mack, Council 
Secretary

Proposed Church Council 
Meeting Minutes | June 16, 2020 
| 7:00 pm
Present: Cory Bengston, Mavis 
Buker, Rollie Johnson, Renee 
Milbrandt, Randy Nilson, Pam 
Schoon, Barbara Skodje-Mack, 
Mike Trettel. Treasurer: Karin 
Nelson. SMART Team Member: 
Sheila Nilson. Confirmation 
Students: Braedan Rene, Justin 
Anderson. Absent: Charlie 
Gunderson
The meeting was called to order 
at 7:03 pm by Council President, 
Rollie Johnson.
SAM, Mavis Buker, opened the 
meeting with reflection and prayer.
Mavis led a group discussion 
with focus on the Confirmation 
students, Braedan Rene and 
Justin Anderson, answering 
questions as they reflected on 
their Confirmation experience.
The May 19, 2020 meeting and 
June 2, 2020 special meeting 
minutes were reviewed. Randy 
made a motion to accept the 
May 19 minutes as printed. Mike 
seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. Pam made a motion to 
accept the June 2 minutes as 
printed. Renee seconded the 
motion. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Karin Nelson presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was 
made by Cory and seconded by 
Renee to send the Treasurer’s 
Report to the auditor. Motion 
carried. 
MINISTRY REPORT

Mavis reported a COVID 
communication strategies update: 
Tina developed and delivered 
packages to the youth to keep 
them included in the church’s 
member outreach. Mavis received 
very positive feedback about 
this project from the youth and 
families. It was very thoughtful, 
creative, and fun!
Mavis requested feedback 
from Council about continuing 
to prepare the printed worship 
packets for July. There was 
discussion on this, all noted that 
the packets were appreciated; 
however, it was decided that the 
church bulletin would be printing 
and mailed out to those who 
wanted one instead of the worship 
packets. Those who were making 
calls to their fellowship team 
would ask members if they would 
like a church bulletin mailed to 
them. 
Mavis reported that licensing for 
CCLI upgrade was purchased 
and One License was purchased. 
Augsburg extended their 
permission to use materials on-
line through July and appropriate 
licensing form was mailed. 
Mavis plans to meet with each 
of the Confirmation students to 
ensure all are caught up and 
assess student learning. 
Council approved a change in 
church office hours to Wednesday 
and Thursdays 8:30 am to 3:30 
pm. As always, appointments can 
be scheduled with Mavis. 
Shelly from Covenant Church 
reached out to Mavis regarding 
Summer VBS. Mavis agreed to 
gather more information about the 
VBS plans and communicate with 
Gethsemane families to see if 
there is interested in participating. 
TEAM REPORTS
Faith Formation Team: No report.
Hospitality Team: No report.
Property Team: Charlie 
Gunderson, Andre Rene, Grant 



Milbrandt, and Cory Bengston. 
The Property Team met to discuss 
the water leak in the women’s 
restroom and the nursery. A claim 
was submitted to the insurance 
company. The leak has been 
repaired. The team received an 
estimate for carpet replacement 
from Hennen along with carpet 
samples. The team recommended 
replacing the carpet in the 
hallways, nursery, and Narthex 
with carpet squares. Randy made 
a motion to accept the Property 
Team’s recommendations. Mike 
seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 
Social Ministry Team: No report.
Stewardship Team: No report.
Worship and Music Team: No 
report.
Youth Leadership Team: No 
report. 
OLD BUSINESS
Door Covers: Randy gathered 
more details about the warranty 
information for the Roof Snow 
Guards and received the bid 
in writing via email. He did not 
have any concerns about the 
agreement. Council had already 
approved but appreciated the 
additional follow up and details of 
the agreement.  
Exercise Room: The treadmill 
is set up for use in the exercise 
room along with an exercise bike. 
Specifics about rules and other 
logistics regarding use of the 
exercise room will be presented 
to Council as they are developed. 
NEW BUSINESS
Outdoor Worship Feedback: 
All reported hearing positive 
feedback as a starting place for 
returning to worship together. It 
was noted that it was fun to see 
everyone again and, despite the 
wind gusts, the weather was 
cooperative as we enjoyed the 
outdoor church service and sun. 
Covid-19 Team will meet again 
to prepare recommendations for 
July worship services and submit 

for Council review and decision-
making. 
Building Use: Council approved 
Denise Cheney to use the church 
building to host a bridal show for 
her daughter. 
Mavis led the closing of the 
meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
The next regularly scheduled 
Council meeting will be July 21, 
2020.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Skodje-Mack, Council 
Secretary

Proposed Church Council 
Meeting Minutes, Special 
Meeting | June 24, 2020
Present: Mavis Buker, Charlie 
Gunderson, Rollie Johnson, 
Renee Milbrandt, Barbara Skodje-
Mack, Randy Nilson, Mike Trettel. 
Absent: Cory Bengston, Pam 
Schoon. Sheila Nilson and Karin 
Nelson were present on behalf of 
the SMART Team.
The meeting was called to order 
at 6:37 pm by Rollie Johnson. 
Mavis opened the meeting with 
prayer. 
PURPOSE OF THE SPECIAL 
MEETING: To make decisions 
about Gethsemane’s church 
services in July.
SMART Team, Barbara Skodje-
Mack, Sheila Nilson, Karin Nelson 
(with support from Mavis Buker) 
presented two plan options for 
moving forward with church 
services in July. 
Option 1: Move to indoor church 
services in sanctuary with 
recommended precautions (see 
details below).
Option 2: Continue outdoor church 
services AND move to indoor 
service for inclement weather 
(see details below). 
During the meeting, Council had 

productive discussion about the 
options recommended, including 
considerations for Gethsemane 
members’ preferences, as well 
as most recent health and safety 
guidance from Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), Minnesota Department of 
Health, State of Minnesota and 
Governor Walz, and Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 
Charlie made a motion to accept 
Option 1 of the two options 
recommended (indoor church 
services with precautions as 
delineated) for the month of July, 
starting with the first Sunday of 
July. Mike seconded the motion. 
Rollie was in favor of the motion. 
Renee and Barbara were against 
the motion. Randy abstained from 
a vote. The motion carried. 
A caveat to this decision was 
included by Council: If there are 
increasing COVID-19 cases in 
our local area or other issues 
arise that impact the safety of our 
congregation, Council may make 
modification to this decision. 
The meeting ended at 7:12 pm 
with Mavis Buker closing the 
meeting with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Skodje-Mack, Council 
Secretary

SMART Team Proposals for 
July (option 1 or 2)
1.Move Church Services Inside.
- Indoor services in church 
sanctuary. Time: 9:00 am.
- Seating will be modified to 
accommodate the CDC’s 6-foot 
distancing guidelines.
oSeats will be set up in various 
group sizes to allow households 
to sit together.
oCongregation will be ushered 
out at the end of the service.
oMasks are strongly 
recommended, especially for 



indoor gathering.
- Indoor Church Services have 
same precautions as delineated 
in Outdoor Church Service AND:
oNo congregation group singing 
and group reading out loud except 
for the Lord’s Prayer.
oThere is increased risk when 
indoors because aerosols remain 
floating in the air when a person 
speaks, coughs, sneezes, or 
sings. Then when someone 
breaths in air with the virus, they 
can become infected. The more 
virus one takes in and the longer 
the time of exposure, the more 
likely infection will occur. The virus 
can be contagious even before 
someone knows they are sick. 
oWe reduce risk when we 
wear masks, follow distancing 
guidelines, decrease the amount 
of singing, group reading, and 
limit the amount of time spent 
in the enclosed space. Outdoor 
air is safer than indoor air since 
wide-open spaces diffuse the 
virus and breezes carry it away 
(see information shared in June 
3, 2020 letter).
OR
2.Continue Outdoor Church 
Service AND Move to Indoor 
Service for Inclement Weather.
- Outdoor services in church 
parking lot. Time: 9:00 am. 
oIn the case of inclement weather, 
church service will be moved 
inside, and Indoor Church Service 
precautions will be followed. 
- Mail information letter to all 
members with CDC health 
information, modified church 
service procedures, and 
expectations. 
Outdoor Seating Area:
- Seat spacing will be defined, 
keeping distancing guidelines of 
at least 6 feet from others who are 
not members of household. 
- Encouraging people to bring 

their own chairs. Church will have 
metal folding chairs if needed. 
Sanitize after use.
Vehicle Seating Area:
- Defined parking row where 
people can stay seated in their 
vehicle for the service.
Parking Lot Check-in Health 
Questions: 
- “In the past 14 days, have 
you been exposed to a person 
diagnosed with COVID-19?” 
- “Have you had any of the 
following new or worsening 
symptoms in the past 14 days that 
you cannot attribute to another 
health condition?”  
Provide CDC symptoms list 
handout. 
•Fever or chills
•Cough
•Shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing
•Fatigue
•Muscle or body aches
•Headache
•New loss of taste or smell
•Sore throat
•Congestion or runny nose
•Nausea or vomiting
•Diarrhea
Precautions:
-  Encourage members 
to stay home and refrain from 
attending in-person worship if 
they are ill, immunocompromised, 
or at high risk due to other health 
factors. 
- Wearing a mask is strongly 
encouraged for all over 2 years 
old. Church will provide disposable 
masks if needed. 
- Sanitize Station available with 
hand sanitizer, masks, tissue, 
trash can. 
- Hand hygiene reminders posted. 
Discourage shaking hands, hugs, 
etc. 
- Prop doors open when possible.
- Minimize use of church building 

(close off spaces, removing 
unnecessary items, etc.). 
- Minimize community sharing 
of worship materials. Bulletin 
provided for each household with 
church service info.
- Adjustments in worship to 
minimize health risks: No shaking 
hands or hugging, no fellowship 
with food and coffee. 
oCommunion will be modified 
for safety (individually packaged, 
etc.). 
oPass peace with simple bow, 
stationary basket to leave offering 
and other alternatives for giving, 
one singer and/or speaker for 
hymns and responses.
- Post signage and educate on 
safety precautions as outlined 
by CDC and other appropriate 
authority. 
oArea closed, hand hygiene, face 
covering info, health cautions, etc.
Bathroom Facility:
- If needed, one person at a time, 
observing the 6-foot distancing 
while waiting, and sanitizing 
procedure before and after church 
and as needed. 
Sanitizing Procedures: CDC 
recommended products as 
directed. Wear reusable or 
disposable gloves for routine 
cleaning and disinfecting. 
- Bathroom (before and after 
church and as needed): Sanitize 
doorknobs, light switches, 
faucets, sink, counter, paper 
towel dispenser, handles, toilet 
surfaces, etc.
- Church Area (before and after 
church service and as needed): 
Sanitize frequently touched 
surfaces. Tables, chairs/benches, 
doorknobs, door frames, light 
switches, countertops, handles, 
desks, phones, keyboards, etc.
- Maintain log with sanitizing 
procedure checklist, name, date.



155 Walnut Avenue West
P.O. Box 128
Upsala, MN 56384

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In House
Worship
Jesus’ in the house!

Your worship home 
or your living room

Sunday Mornings
9:00AM Worship

• In Person
• Facebook Live

• YouTube for Later
Anyway you pick, you are 

always welcome here!

We would love to see your worship photos, 
please email them to gethluth@upstel.net


