
apart but   always     together!
Worshiping

MAY 2020



Come Grow
With Us!

Dear Friends and Family of Gethsemane,

While health officials find ways to cope with the spread of COVID-19 we remain 
physically separated, but together in spirit. As of this writing we do not know how 
long we will remain apart, so once again you are receiving a booklet for worship. 
Each Sunday in May is included, as is Ascension Day, May 21.

This booklet is designed to lead you in your Sunday devotions or worship at home. 
Read the confession, accept the forgiveness offered, read the scriptures, and 
reflect on them. Some questions are provided to give you a starting point for 
reflection or discussion. Sing the song. Pray the prayers. Accept the blessing. 

The booklet will also go along with the on-line video worship that is posted weekly 
on our website, gethlutheran.org. Additionally, this booklet will be posted as a PDF 
which includes some links to music videos for our on-line users.

We will continue to post news and updates on the website and Facebook as 
circumstances change, so check these places frequently or ask a friend to keep 
you informed.

Since we cannot gather as a congregation, we are working to create a quiet, 
meditative space at the cross in the garden at Gethsemane. We had many positive 
comments from people who spent time there over Holy Week and Easter, despite 
cold weather. As the days get longer and warmer, we will continue to change the 
space to reflect the liturgical colors for the season. Take a walk or drive and stop by 
the cross.

A special note: Sunday, May 3rd the NE MN Synod is preparing a worship service for 
all the ELCA churches in our synod to use for on-line worship. Bishop Thomas Aitken 
will be the preacher. We will provide a link on our website for you.

I pray God’s continued presence and peace be with you in the days and weeks 
ahead until we meet again.

Mavis Buker
SAM Minister



Today is sometimes referred to as Good 
Shepherd Sunday. Jesus calls us by name 
and leads us. Jesus gives us abundant life. 
Welcome to a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even  
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, our Shepherd, you know your 
sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by 
your voice, that we may walk in certainty 
and security to the joyous feast prepared 
in your house, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

READ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 23

GOSPEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 10:1-10
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. They will not follow 
a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech 
with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. So again 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I 
am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

Sunday, May 3, 2020
4th Sunday of Easter



THINK, TALK, SHARE

  Jesus says the shepherd calls his own 
by name and they know his voice. 
How does Jesus call you? What voices 
do you hear in your life that compete 
with the voice of Jesus? 

  Jesus says he is the gate for his sheep.  
A gate is closed to keep the sheep 
inside in safety. When the gate is open 
the shepherd leads the way. Who 
are the people in your life who keep 
you safe? Who are the people in your 
life who lead the way for you? Give 
thanks to God for those people.

  How is the “abundant life” Jesus offers 
different from the “good” life the 
world promises?

MUSIC
Sing the traditional hymn “Savior Like a 
Shepherd Lead Us”, ELW 789

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=EQd2sh-nQ_M 

Listen to “The Lord’s My Shepherd” by the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir
youtube.com/watch?v=DvSVkHbLJVA 

PRAY
Shepherding God, you care for us tenderly. 
Tune our ears to hear your voice that we 
may follow wherever you lead. Grant 
peace to those who walk through dark 
valleys of anxiety, illness, suffering, or 
sorrow. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Comforting God, strengthen the hearts 
and hands of caregivers and healers. Lead 
them to still waters where they may restore 
their souls. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

BLESS
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, calls us by 
name. Talk about names. What is your 
full name? Where did it come from? 
What does your name mean? 

This week, when you encounter 
people in the store, or bank, or 
wherever you go, remember to call 
them by name. Each is special. Each 
has value. Each is one for whom Jesus 
died and rose again. Each is precious 
to Jesus.

Family Time Extra



As we continue to celebrate the 50 days 
of Easter, today’s gospel reminds us that 
Jesus goes to prepare a place for us in his 
Father’s house. Where Jesus is, we will be 
also. Jesus knows the way. Jesus is the way. 
Welcome to a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the 
way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace 
to love one another, to follow in the way of 
his commandments, and to share his risen 

life with all the world, for he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

GOSPEL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 14:1-14
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also.

And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 
not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves.

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, 
in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

Sunday, May 10, 2020
5th Sunday of Easter



If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

THINK, TALK, SHARE

	Do not let your heart be troubled?  
How can this be? Our hearts are 
troubled. In the Father’s house there 
are many rooms. Rooms labeled 
mercy, compassion, forgiveness, 
courage, beauty, joy, whatever the 
need is, Jesus has a place prepared 
for you. What troubles your heart 
today? Go home to the Father’s 
house in prayer. It is a dwelling place 
with a room filled with whatever it is 
your troubled heart needs.

 Sometimes the church is called the 
house of God. It is our Father’s house. 
Is this a place where people find 
Jesus? Do we follow Jesus so closely 
that when someone sees us, they see 
Jesus? In the many dwelling places 
called churches is there room for all?  

  To ask anything in Jesus’ name is not 
just a post-script we add to a prayer. 
It is to put yourself in the very heart of 
Jesus, to align your desires completely 
to his. How might praying this way 
change your prayer life?

MUSIC
Sing the traditional song, “You Are the 
Way” ELW 758. 

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=dFD8XFAY92k 

Listen to “The Father’s House” by Corey 
Asbury:
youtube.com/watch?v=N9aFWGR52Ng 

Or “The Way” with Pat Barrett
youtube.com/watch?v=ohCVRrk_DcQ 

PRAY
Lord Jesus, you love us, forgive us, and 
show us the way to life. Grant that we 
follow in your way of love. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, bring comfort and courage 
to all in need of your healing hand. 
Bless the work of all healers and helpers. 
Welcome all to your dwelling place. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

BLESS
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Create a treasure hunt. Hide an 
object and draw a map with clues to 
show the way to the treasure. Family 
members can take turns hiding and 
leading the hunt and seeking.

Family Time Extra



Jesus does not abandon his followers. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to his 
followers in every generation. Welcome to 
a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and Ever-living God, you hold 
together all things in heaven and on earth. 

In your great mercy receive the prayers of 
all your children, and give to all the world 
the Spirit of your truth and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

GOSPEL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 14:15-21
”If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to 
be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you.

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you. In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. They who 
have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

Sunday, May 17, 2020
6th Sunday of Easter



THINK, TALK, SHARE

	Jesus’ commandments are to love 
God and love others. This love is 
revealed not as a warm feeling but in 
demonstrable action. In fulfilling these 
commands, we show our love for 
Christ. Is your ability to show love and 
compassion for others growing? How 
do you see Christ in others? How can 
you love your enemies?

	Jesus said he would not leave the 
disciples orphaned. To be orphaned 
is to be alone, with no family, no 
identity. How does belonging to the 
family of God shape your life?  How 
can we become family for those who 
do not belong? 

	Jesus promises an advocate who will 
be with us forever. An advocate walks 
along someone and defends them, 
works for their benefit. How can you 
become an advocate for others? 
(health care, school, workplace, social 
circles)

MUSIC
Sing “Love Divine, All Loves excelling”, ELW 
631

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=GenHMi5B7L4 
Listen to “The Voice of Truth” by Casting 
Crowns.
youtube.com/watch?v=tcuiuIwtpa4 

PRAY
Lord Jesus, you love us, forgive us, and 
show us the way to life. Grant that we 
follow in your way of love as we welcome 
your Spirit of truth.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all creation, healer of our every 
ill, we bring before you all in need of 
your healing touch. Sustain healers and 
caregivers in their work. Abide with them in 
their labors. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

Bless
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Send a message of God’s love to 
someone this week. Make a card with 
a Bible verse and picture and send to 
one of our Gethsemane members or 
someone you know who could use a 
happy surprise. 

Family Time Extra



Ascension is celebrated forty days after 
Easter. In todays’ reading the risen Christ 
is taken into heaven and his disciples 
are assured that the Spirit will come to 
empower them to be witnesses throughout 
the earth. Christ does not leave us. On the 
contrary, he promised to be with us always. 
Welcome to a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.  Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your blessed Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above 
all heavens that he might fill all things. 
Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he 
promised, he abides with us on earth to 
the end of time, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

READ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ephesians 1:15-23

(selected verses below)

God put this power to work in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the age to come. And he 
has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to 
God.

GOSPEL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luke 24:44-53
Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 
are witnesses of these things. And see, I 
am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on 
high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 
and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he 
withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshiped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
and they were continually in the temple 
blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

Thursday, May 21, 2020
Ascension



If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

THINK, TALK, SHARE

	“Lifting up his hands…” Jesus lifted his 
hands in blessing. Learn to speak 
words of blessing over your friends 
and family. Ask, “May I give you a 
blessing?” No one has yet said no to 
me when I asked that question. Give it 
a try.

 Jesus opened the disciples’ minds to 
understand the scriptures. Do you 
learn more with an open mind or a 
closed one? When have you had 
a closed mind about something or 
someone? What was the result of that 
encounter?  

MUSIC
Sing “Beautiful Savior” ELW 838

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=kSkLFZn8RGg  

Listen to “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”
youtube.com/watch?v=3tWSu9NAFIk 

PRAY
Living God, you chose us to be your 
witnesses in the world. We pray for your 
church in every place. Focus our hearts 
and minds on the ministry we share in your 
name. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Tender God, we wait with hope for your 
presence to heal us in body, mind, and 
spirit. Bless us, restore us, and give us 
peace. Give strength and compassion to 
healers and caregivers. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All our cares and concerns we give to you 
as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

BLESS
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Get a helium balloon. Symbolically 
place your greatest hopes and 
dreams upon it. Attach it someplace 
you will see it this week and thank 
God that Jesus reigns from the 
heavenly places and lifts us up.

Family Time Extra



In this day between Ascension and 
Pentecost, we meet the disciples gathered 
in the upper room. In our gospel reading 
for today, Jesus prays for his disciples and 
for unity among all believers. With Jesus, 
we too, pray for unity in Christ. Welcome to 
a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ 
suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other 
in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your presence, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

GOSPEL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 17:1-11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he 
looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, since you have 
given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you 
on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that 
I had in your presence before the world 
existed.

”I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. Now they 
know that everything you have given me 
is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed 
that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them.

And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

Sunday, May 24, 2020
7th Sunday of Easter



THINK, TALK, SHARE

	When Jesus faced his final days, he 
prayed. He brought his cares and 
concerns to his heavenly Father. He 
prayed for his disciples and for “those 
who will believe in me through their 
word.” That’s us, you and me. Jesus 
prays for you. Do you ever think about 
that? How does that make you feel? 

 Jesus does not pray that the disciples 
stay healthy or become rich or live 
easy lives. He prays that they know 
the only true God revealed in himself, 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes this comes 
about through trial and struggle. How 
might this influence your prayers for 
loved ones?

 Jesus defines eternal life: it is to know 
God and Jesus. To know God is to be 
in relationship with God now, in the 
present. What does that relationship 
look like in your life? How does your 
relationship with Christ affect the way 
you live in this world?

MUSIC
Sing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW 656

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=hVGE2R2wq5w 

Listen to “By Our Love” by For King And 
Country”
youtube.com/watch?v=cEwb51LawAI 

PRAY
O God, call your people to be one, as 
you are one. Unite your church in the truth 
of your gospel, the love of our neighbor, 
and the call to proclaim your reign to all 
people. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all, bring healing and comfort to 
those in need. Grant compassion and 
courage to all caregivers and healers. 
Cover the lonely with your presence.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Giving all our cares to you we pray the 
prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

BLESS
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Jesus prays for us. When we pray, he is right 
alongside us, praying with us. Write on a piece 
of paper something you would like Jesus 
to pray for this week. It can be ordinary or 
special, big or small. It can be something you 
are concerned about or something you are 
thankful for. Put it somewhere you will see it 
every day. Then pray about it, knowing that 
Jesus is praying about it too.

Family Time Extra



Pentecost gets its name from the Jewish 
festival celebrating the harvest and the 
giving of the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai 
fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after 
Easter we celebrate Pentecost. In Acts, the 
Spirit moves as a rushing wind and flame, 
bringing God’s presence to all people. In 
the gospel of John, Jesus breathes the Holy 
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to 
forgive sin. We receive God’s Spirit at our 
baptism and are sent to proclaim God’s 
redeeming love to all the world. The Spirit 
comes in wind and fire, water, and breath. 
Welcome to a time of worship.

We gather in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please join me as we confess our sins. Most 
Merciful God, we confess that we are 
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 
when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. + In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you open the hearts 
of your faithful people by sending into us 
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that 
Spirit, that we may have a right judgment 
in all things and rejoice at all times in your 
peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

READ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:1-21
(selected verses are below)

When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came 
a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.

…Peter said, This is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days 
it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. Even upon my 
slaves, both men and women, in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy…

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to 
God.
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GOSPEL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 20:19-23
When it was evening on that day, the first 
day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.

If watching on-line listen to the SERMON 
If reading this at home, THINK, TALK, SHARE 
your thoughts on the gospel.

THINK, TALK, SHARE

	Sometimes God comes to us in mighty 
ways, sometimes in the quiet of our 
next breath. Think of a time you were 
aware of the presence of God. Was it 
a strong and powerful experience or 
was it a gentle breeze? Tell someone 
about your experience.

	Jesus sent the disciples into the world 
to forgive. This is the heart of Christ’s 
message. Forgiveness can be difficult 
for humans to do. Can you announce 
God’s forgiveness to someone without 
forgiving them yourself?

	It has been said that the miracle of 
Pentecost is not that there was a 
rushing wind, tongues of fire, or 
speaking in other languages. The 
miracle was that each person present 
heard in their native language. As 
children of God our native language 
is love, mercy, forgiveness, beauty… 
Speak that language to someone this 
week.

MUSIC
Sing “Spirit of God Descend Upon My 
Heart” ELW 800 (fun version)

For the melody you can go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=CPj6zhPDL7A 

Listen to “Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing” by the David Crowder Band 
youtube.com/watch?v=qDbllO1LrvM 

PRAY
O God, breathe your Spirit upon us. Give us 
a spirit of unity even as we celebrate the 
diversity of gifts given to us, for they reveal 
your love for all. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all, bring healing and comfort 
to those in need. Calm anxiety, relieve 
pain, grant patience in suffering. Give 
compassion and courage to all caregivers 
and healers. Surround the lonely with your 
presence. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All our cares and concerns we give to you 
as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven…

BLESS
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Learn to say “Jesus loves you” 
in three languages you do not 
speak.
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