
Traditional Worship Service: ELW Setting 3 | September 20, 2020 
Time After Pentecost – Lectionary 25 
 

Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements … 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (Page 94) 
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 
L: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

C: Amen. 
 
L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. + Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
You may be seated. 
 
 
Gathering Song (Sung by worship team.) 
Gather us In ELW # 532, verses 1 & 2 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away.  
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of this 
day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame.  
Call to us now and we shall awaken. We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 
We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry. We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty. Gather us in the proud and the strong.  
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly. Give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 
Apostolic Greeting pg 138 Please stand as you are able. 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 



Kyrie pg 138, spoken 
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
L: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
Hymn of Praise, This Is the Feast… (pg 140, sung by worship team) 
(Laurie: Perhaps the singers can take turns: one does the refrain and one sings the verse?) 
 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

2. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

3. Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, 
and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

4. For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
L:   We pray: 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment and train 
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.   You may be seated. 
 
 
Readings: (on handouts) 
 Jonah 3:10-4:11 
 Psalm 145:1-8 

Philippians 1:21-30 
 
Please stand as you are able, for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
 



Gospel Reading 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter: 
C:  Glory to you O Lord. 
 
 Matthew 20:1-16 (on handout) 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you O Christ.    
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day   
Great is Thy Faithfulness ELW # 733, verses 1 & 3 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father, 
 there is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not. Thy compassions, they fail not.  
As Thou hast been, thou forever will be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness. Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see.  
All I have needed thy hand has provided. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide. 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside. 
Great is Thy faithfulness. Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see.  
All I have needed thy hand has provided. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 
 
Apostles Creed pg 105  
L: Please stand and listen to our confession of faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

You may join at the end with, “Amen!” 
 
L: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 
into heaven.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
C: Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
L: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and 

all in need. (brief silence)   
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first, last and provide for the needs of all. 
When this gospel challenges us, equip us for works of service. Lord, in your mercy 

C:  hear our prayer. 



 
L: Creating God, you provide beauty and warmth in the sun and moon, stars.  You sustain 

us with gifts of water, land, and air. Protect those who fight the fires in the western states 
and bring aid and comfort to those suffering losses from fire, wind, and water. Teach us 
to live in harmony with the world you have created. Lord, in your mercy 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
L: Sovereign God, grant justice and peace to the world. Inspire leaders with your strength 

and wisdom that all communities be safe places for all your children. May all laws 
passed and enforced be inspired by love for one another. Lord in your mercy 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: Even beyond our expectations, you give generously. Bring wholeness to all who 

experience chronic illness, strengthen the sick, and rest your spirit upon those nearing 
death.  We pray especially for Mel, Dan, Bev, Marilyn, Lorna, those named on our 
prayer list and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.  (pause) Bless those 
who care for them. Lord in your mercy 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
L: We praise you for the generations who have come before us, declaring your steadfast 

love. Give us faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in 
the joyful song around His throne. Lord in your mercy 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L:  You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord.  Fill us with the light of your love, that in each 

day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 
 
You may be seated. This morning we offer a blessing for the 50 school kits prepared by  
WELCA  for Lutheran World relief. These kits are tools for learning sent to needy students 
around the world. (Someone describes them and shows them to the congregation.) 
 
L: We pray: God, you have called us to reach out to our neighbors around the world. Send 

forth your Spirit as we call upon you to bless our work and make it holy. 
C: Jesus, teach us to love our neighbors. 
 
L: We give you thanks for those who have shared their resources to make these school 

kits. Move us by their examples to live generous lives. 
C: Jesus, teach us to love our neighbors. 
 
L: Thank you for the hands that have made these kits. May each compassionate touch be 

known to those who receive them as an expression of your love. 
C: Jesus, teach us to love our neighbors. 
 
L: We lift before you the staff and partners of Lutheran World Relief who will distribute 

these kits around the world. Give them strength and encouragement to do this important 
work and guide them as they reach our neighbors who are farthest away. 

C: Jesus, teach us to love our neighbors. 
 
L: Finally, God, we pray for our neighbors who will receive these kits. May these kits fill 

them with hope and peace that comes only from you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 



Peace: 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.   
 
 
Offering   
Your offering gifts may be left in the basket as you leave. Remember the noisy offering, 
collecting coins for the food shelf. Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Offering Prayer  
L:       Let us pray 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer pg 145 
L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
Benediction 
L: The blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you always. 
C: Amen 
 
 
Sending Song You may be seated as the worship team sings our closing song. Please wait as 
the ushers dismiss you.  
Blessed Assurance ELW # 638, verses 1 & 3 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest. I in my Savior am happy and blessed. 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love! 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
 
Dismissal 
L:  Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 


